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property owned by the Sultan’s family in the southern Tunisian town of Kram el-Gharbia has been the subject of a dispute

between the state and a group of former owners. The premises, which contain a 15th-century mosque and madrasa that date to
the Ottoman era, are under the ownership of the Sultan’s family, who passed them down through generations but the family that

currently owns the property is unrelated to the sultan. The historic site was handed to the first sultan, Abu Hafs, in 1627. The
title holder’s grandson, Soussi, sold the property to the local municipality in the 1960s in exchange for a 40 percent stake in a

local petrochemical factory. In 2008, the municipality, along with the World Monuments Fund (WMF), paid the owner
$780,000 to renovate the structure. The property is worth about $12.5 million, according to Souad Mahail, director of the

Center for Medieval Studies at the American University of Beirut. But while the deal was being finalized, the municipality’s
governing council decided to attempt to auction the property after a court ruling against the sale, which was apparently turned

down by the municipality’s mayor. The property owner challenged the proposed auction, and a court declared the sale illegal. A
second auction was planned, but the property’s owner refused to sell, claiming that the 1999 agreement the municipality and

WMF had signed provided for the property to be auctioned off. The Center for Middle East Studies, in a statement published by
Onavillage, said that the municipality said the agreement was invalid because
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