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You're not the only one who is visiting Tippecanoe County on a family vacation this
week. The Indiana State Department of Health will test about 2,000 travelers arriving in

or departing from Indiana airports between July 24 and Aug. 7 for tickborne diseases
such as Lyme disease. Ten,000 people are expected to visit or leave the state in the

12-day period, said Jane S. Belknap, the department's health officer. Of those, about 700
people are expected to visit Tippecanoe County from out of state, said Cynthia Mohs,

the health department's director of epidemiology. Those people are checked for Lyme,
but thousands of people at home or overseas are also tested for tickborne diseases. The

testing is being done by the laboratory at the Indiana State Department of Health in
Indianapolis. Those who are positive for Lyme disease may receive treatment with anti-
inflammatory medication if they live in a state like Indiana, but there is no cure for the

disease, which is spread by the bite of ticks infected with the bacteria Borrelia
burgdorferi, said Belknap. New York and Connecticut have been able to eliminate the

illness by using screening tests, while Missouri, Wisconsin and Minnesota have not, she
said. "In places where there has been an increase of Lyme disease, we are hearing

about the value of those screening tests," Belknap said. Those who test positive are told
to get their tick-bites checked, 6d1f23a050
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