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that response in itself lets us know a whole lot about what was transpiring for scott walker after the
drift. in bish bosch, there is the sense of a world inhabited by its own ghosts and the human entity
who creates them. this is more than the usual reservoir of changeable partners, this is the medium

itself yielding to its impressions, the building blocks of walker’s music being reduced to mere shapes.
the abstractions themselves have become a real and human threat. as spirit is to matter, so is
walker to this illusory world; as we are influenced by and shaped by such things, so does he. he

recognizes this and builds on it. consciousness is at the heart of what walker does, and it was at this
point in bish bosch where he becomes conscious of just how much he can do. as the vibrating

threads of sound loop around and around, the world is swallowed whole and drowned. non-english
words build and recede, twisting and bulging as consciousness is that which can influence the world.
at the end, there is the sound of tears and a brief glimpse into the very pit of our souls: inner space

is terrifying in a world as imperfect as our own, where it seems that no habitat is safe for its
inhabitants, and that all creatures have to face the threat of putting their heads under the whirling
blades of a mowing machine. but the landscapes of bish bosch are inhabitable in their own right, a
landscape that recognizes the ultimate yoke of our biological needs, and the idea that the embrace
and indulgence of nature inevitably leads to the decay of the human. in bish bosch, if we are born to

die, then we must find a way to die well. walker did not do it well, and the result is a catalog of
images of horrors and lovelies that, for the sake of a perhaps misguided effort at high art, are

defined by a lack of connection to the human and the attempt to transcend it.
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if only tilt and the drift were collected together. its a 3-cd set with the tilt disc in its own slipcase. it
would be a near-perfect example of scott walkers heroic vision, with everything recorded live, just as
it was conceived in the studio. the album opens with the last of scotts solo albums, tilt. following the

silences and reverberations of the vox humana sessions, the first half of bish bosch is a dense,
meandering and introverted affair, executed in a similar way to the the drift. walker sings from the
low register, sounding like he has just got out of bed, and his words are thrown at the listener like

shards of glass. despite the beautifully tortured delivery, its about as clinical and cold as youd expect
from a man whose sound and persona has been forged in the furnace of isolation. james murrays

productions turn the screws a little tighter and at a slower pace, with its day-glo effects and ready-to-
hurl drumming, while mark whites meticulous production gives bish bosch an especially dusty feel.
walker was a romantic man who wanted to explore the human heart and soul, and in bish bosch, he
puts this into words, told through the music. in a similar way to the jg williams film the black prince,
where the tiniest moments of life are captured in a grainy black and white photograph, bish boschs
photos are snapshots, small, black and white, that reveal the darkest corners of our souls. but as his
solo discography continues, and his boundaries continue to expand, the cracks in his music begin to

show. bish bosch isn't the typical walker album, though: while tilt and the drift are credited to the
scott walker band, here, walker is the only name listed. and while the latter two albums have been
credited to the walker brothers, the former has yet to be attributed, even in the liner notes. were it
not for the two full-length albums from walker brothers that were released in the late sixties, nite
flights and the magic christian, it would be hard to guess that these two are by the same man. the
actual scott walker is gone, replaced by another man, one who appears to be written out of scott

walkers own records. 5ec8ef588b
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