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This is more a planning rather than progress report. As part of the 2015 Resource Allocation Plan (RAP), a number
of energy efficiency energy initiatives are being considered for addition to the IBM International Technology
Roadmap for the Environment (ITRE) 2035 roadmap. Initial concerns and market interest in ITRE2035 are
demonstrated by the number of research consortia wanting to be involved. This effort seeks to provide the best
resources to support a cost-efficient, low-carbon build out, while meeting local and regional energy needs, and
protecting the environment. Every single cloud consultant and software vendor should be familiar with what makes
the cloud unique, what that flexibility really means, and the value it offers, and how it can help improve the way IT
does business. While many consultants and vendors have learned the value of leveraging virtualization over the
last decade, they are now facing unprecedented changes in technology, market dynamics, and business practices.
Dan Saffer, vice president of product marketing for zCloud Solutions Inc. a company that develops software tools to
help providers automate their cloud migration, says he expects the movement to increase. "We are in the midst of
a huge migration from private to public, and customers will be more interested in moving the same way, therefore
pricing models should be a little more interchangeable," he says. The question, of course, is how much will the
switch cost an IT manager. In a sign of how the transition from on premises to cloud computing is progressing, IBM
has told IBM Cie. (IBM's pre-merger acronym) some of its customers. These are customers that use the middleware
component of IBM Cie. Instead of paying for a new box every time they make a change, IBM is trying to give these
customers the ability to spin up, use and destroy the same boxes it pays for. In a certain way, this makes the cloud
more like on premises computing. To the customer it is still a cloud. But the applications are running on a
virtualized database or virtual machine and can be upgraded, downgraded and destroyed or spun up at any time. It
saves time, money and worry. And it might just convince you to migrate to the cloud without your IT department
even knowing it.
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