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specific antibodies in hemodialysis patients. The average level of serum immunoglobulins was
measured in 51 hemodialysis patients using highly purified antiserum (greater than 99% purity)
against the following antigens: myelin basic protein (MBP) and demyelination associated factor
(DAF), pancreatic ribonuclease (pRNase), and the Epstein-Barr virus. Clinical determinations of
serum complement levels, blood type, rheumatoid factor, and systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE)
cross-reacting material were also made. No correlation was observed between IgG levels and
renal function of patients, or the presence or absence of uraemia, or the presence or absence of
clinical and laboratory evidence of SLE. IgM and IgA levels were highest in a group of patients
who had no evidence of an ongoing SLE process (n = 17), and in a group of patients who had SLE
(n = 8). Levels of IgM were significantly higher in those patients who had an ongoing SLE process
than in those who did not. No change was observed in the IgA or IgM levels of patients whose SLE
was quiescent. IgM levels were, however, significantly higher in the patients who had SLE in
remission than in those who had SLE in relapse. IgM levels were also significantly higher in a
group of patients who had an abnormal complement profile (n = 16) than in those who had a
normal complement profile (n = 27). IgM levels were significantly higher in patients with a low or
absent rheumatoid factor (n = 6) than in those with a high level of rheumatoid factor (n = 45). No
change in IgA was observed in either group of patients.(ABSTRACT TRUNC
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